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BD Gottfried works in a long-standing musical tradition, adult-oriented pop-rock with a wide progressive streak. 
The thirteen songs included on his new album  embrace fundamentals first and foremost. Many of the songs, 
particularly early during the release, have clear origins in Gottfried’s piano playing and an obvious predilection 
for structure is a common denominator spanning the tracklist.

Opening with “Truth, Such a Rarity” serves two primary purposes. It introduces Onion Doves with one of the set’s 
best mixes of an adult-focused lyric within an eloquent and polished arrangement. It always sounds like there’s a
 lot going on in Gottfried lot going on in Gottfried’s music. There are comparatively few instruments present in Onion Doves’ songs, 
however, at any given time. His seamless weaving of these musical strands, however, conjures a much larger 
sound than its individual parts suggest.
The title song is illustrative of the album’s best moments. It reveals the meaning behind the title for listeners and 
few songs in modern rock or pop cover this sort of subject matter. Fewer do it well. Electronic drumming pushes 
“Onion Doves” and the percussive wallop of Gottfried’s singing compliments it. It gives further weight, as well, to 
the songthe song’s words, but his vocal phrasing does more than anything else to invest the performance with gravitas.
There’s a melancholy spirit presiding over “Followers of Disarray” that holds your attention thanks to its superb use 
of language. It seems to waft past but has an unquestionable effect. “9th Line Beauty”, however, returns listeners 
to familiar terrain. Gottfried’s voice and piano are the song’s heart and the echoing atmospherics of his vocals 
accentuates the overall sense of stakes underlying this and other songs.
Onion Doves has consistent architecture from one song to the next without ever seeming same-y. “Three Stories 
High”, howeveHigh”, however, is one of the moments on the album that will surprise some listeners. If you hear the influence of 
Pink Floyd in earlier songs, it leaps out even more during this song as Gottfried’s voice recalls David Gilmour’s 
near-ethereal lilt. He eschews the Floyd’s Stratocaster fueled grandiloquence and the gentle unrolling of the song’s 
progression has a calming effect.
“Earth and Air” deserves billing as one of the album’s best songs. The qualities making this so leap out for listeners.
 It’s Gottfried working in full inspired mode and the song’s irresistible tempo is never pushy but, instead, generates 
momentum that draws you in like a musical tractor beam. “Earth andmomentum that draws you in like a musical tractor beam. “Earth and Air” has a fullness sure to satisfy many 
different listeners. The song, like its counterparts, never goes on too long and everything comes when you expect it.

‘Neuropsychopharmacology Jello” isn’t the album’s only instrumental. It is easily its most memorable, however, 
and not entirely because of its musical quality. Concluding the release for BD Gottfried is an almost defiant move;
 it serves notice that the Canadian songwriter intends on doing things his way. It’s ferocious and one of the album’s 
longest tracks. Ending the album with an instrumental is memorable, of course, and more than a little ballsy. 
Gottfried writes and records music like his life hinges in the balance.  Gottfried writes and records music like his life hinges in the balance.  

Mindy McCall

“Within the layers of storytelling and melodic 
showmanship, there’s a vulnerability in this 
tracklist that is all too rare to find on the FM dial 
in 2021.”
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Concept albums are almost everywhere at the moment, from pop to hip-hop and back to rock n’ roll, and while I 

think it can be said that BD Gottfried’s new record Onion Doves is on the progressive side of things, it’s not quite 

the conventional ‘concept album’ so many of us have come to associate with the mere branding. Across thirteen 

surreal entries, this tracklist envelops us in texture and tone that eclipse the presence of lyrics before they ever 

enter the fold, and as much as I appreciate straightforward pop songcraft, there’s something very special about 

indulgence this good.

The continuity between the title track, “Dance of the Serpent Queen,” the stunning “Earth andThe continuity between the title track, “Dance of the Serpent Queen,” the stunning “Earth and Air,” and 

“Three Stories High” exists not through sonic props but via genuine chemistry, starting with the relationship 

between production style and performance technique. Rather than trying to wow us with a lot of overpriced 

polish on the master mix, I feel like we’re getting a pretty raw – albeit intricate – take on BD Gottfried’s sound here. 

It’s gritty and uncompromisingly heavy in spots, emphasizing the physical elements in the music as much as it 

ould the delicate nature of a soft harmony.

Lusty grooves can be found throughout the whole of Onion Doves, but those in “Romancers of the Dark” and Lusty grooves can be found throughout the whole of Onion Doves, but those in “Romancers of the Dark” and 

“Comic Book Messiah” came across to me as the most emotive of this set. There’s no backing down from the 

brutishness that Gottfried gets himself into with these arrangements, and truth be told, I don’t think he wants to 

evade discord here. He’s able to make too much of it to leave the chaos unexploited in the grander scheme of 

things, and from my perspective that puts him among a very unique class of rebels in rock still trying to keep 

alternative music relevant.

Onion Doves is admittedly one of the darker LPs I’ve reviewed this autumn, but it’s also one of the few that feels 

imaginative no matter how many times I’ve listened to it. Thereimaginative no matter how many times I’ve listened to it. There’s something new to peel back in this record’s best 

moments, such as the aforementioned “Earth and Air,” “Hurt,” and “9th Line Beauty,” regardless of how often you 

analyze the intricacies here, and though I’m still getting familiar with the work of BD Gottfried, I can tell right now 

that this isn’t going to be the last record in his discography that I pick up for a review.

IndieMusicReview.com 
By Eric Jarvis on December 2, 2021
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Dirty synths, creeping melodies, and pulsating rhythms await in the dozen and one songs you’ll hear in the new 

record Onion Doves from BD Gottfried, but if you’re expecting a throwback to the post-punk grittiness of the 1980s 

in this all-new listening experience, you’re going to be a little disappointed. Rather than following the trend of his 

peers, Gottfried is exploring classic alternative rock aesthetics with more of a postmodern sensibility, and it’s 

resulted in tracks like “Neuropsychopharmacology Jello,” “Followers of Disarray,” “Bathing With The Sinners,” 

and “Earth and Air,” all of which rank leaps and bounds above similar indie content out right now. 

ThereThere’s absolutely nothing holding BD Gottfried back against warring with the rhythm in “Three Stories High,” 

the title track, “Comic Book Messiah” and “Truth, Such a Rarity,” and I think that when considering these songs 

through the lens of the complete album, it’s easy to appreciate the progressive influence in the aesthetic. 

This artist isn’t interested in illustrating his personality through lyricism alone – instrumentation, the arrangement, 

even the production style of these tracks, it’s all presented to express something to us that other songs just can’t. 

Is it ambitious? Of course, but Gottfried is a player who can chase his dreams without sounding out of his depth.

I didn’t know much about this artist ahead of hearing this album for the first time, but now that I’m keen on what he I didn’t know much about this artist ahead of hearing this album for the first time, but now that I’m keen on what he 

can do when put to the test, I think I’m going to keep an eye out for new music bearing his name in the byline in the

future. Onion Doves is stacked with emotion and emphatic confessions, but make no mistakes about it – this is a 

piece designed to be related to, not studied, which isn’t always the case with progressive music of any quality. 

BD Gottfried hits this one out of the park, and I’m excited to hear what he records next.  

IndieBandGuru.com 
By Scott Carlito
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BD Gottfried doesn’t waste any time getting into the ethereal harmonies that will comprise the better part of his new 

album Onion Doves; in the epic “Truth, Such a Reality,” he establishes the theme of the record as being one centered 

on melodicism exclusively. Even though he’s a bit indulgent with the melding of lyrics and instrumental luster, his 

presence is undeniably potent and moving when he cuts through the broad-shouldered groove with a chorus that 

could turn anyone into an instant fan. His vocal is a powerhouse, even when concealed by surreal instrumentation 

of the most sophisticated strain.

“Bathing “Bathing With the Sinners” and “Comic Book Messiah” venture further down the progressive path than the rather 

punkish title cut in Onion Doves does, but their use of excess is relative to the facilitation of the narrative here. 

“Followers of Disarray” and “9th Line of Beauty” can feel more like segues after a couple of listens, but there’s really 

no filler to be found in this tracklist. On the contrary, this is one of the more brilliantly efficient records I’ve listened to 

on the conceptual side this year, although I will say that it doesn’t play by the same rules its Canadian peers do.

Stylistically speaking, “Hurt,” “Appetite for Change” and ‘Dance of the Serpent Queen” are probably the most telling Stylistically speaking, “Hurt,” “Appetite for Change” and ‘Dance of the Serpent Queen” are probably the most telling 

of the aesthetical complexities Gottfried wants to explore as a solo artist, although I don’t think they sum up who he 

is as an artist. To be frank, there’s enough here to suggest that his compositional technique is still evolving – 

just look at the ambitiousness of “Earth and Air” and the rather intriguing “Romancers of the Dark” for confirmation. 

Critics like myself have been holding out for a progressive effort like this for a while to much disappointment – 

up until this release hit record store shelves.

ThereThere’s a lot to unpack in BD Gottfried’s Onion Doves, but after giving it some consideration and more than a couple 

of dedicated listens, I think there’s really no debating whether or not it’s a critical achievement for its creator. 

Within the layers of storytelling and melodic showmanship, there’s a vulnerability in this tracklist that is all too rare 

to find on the FM dial in 2021, and with the right exposure from indie channels, I can see Gottfried finding himself a 

most welcome addition to American airwaves beyond the Canadian circuit he’s been coming up in.

Keri LaMunyon  
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